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pected of me by the nation.   Needless for me to say
how greatly I would rejoice were it possible for China
to enter upon a glorious and triumphant war; it
would be the joy of my closing days to see the
barbarian nations subjugated at last in submissive
allegiance,  respectfully   making   obeisance   to   the
Dragon Throne.   Unfortunately, however, I cannot
but recognise the melancholy fact  that China is
unequal to any such enterprise, and that our forces
are in no way competent to undertake it.   Looking
at the question as one affecting chiefly the integrity
of our Empire, who would be so foolish as to cast
missiles at a rat in the vicinity of a priceless piece
of porcelain ?   It requires no augur's skill in divina-
tion to foresee that eggs are more easily to be cracked
than stones.    Let us consider one recent incident
in proof of this conclusion.   Recently, in the attack
by some tens of thousands of Boxers and Imperial
troops upon  the Foreign  Settlements of Tientsin,
there were  some  two   or  three  thousand   foreign
soldiers to defend them; yet, after ten days of des-
perate fighting, only a few hundred foreigners had
been slain, while no less than twenty thousand Chinese
were killed and as many more wounded.    Again,
there are no real defences or fortified positions in the
Legations at Peking, nor are the foreign Ministers
and their Legation staffs trained in the use of arms;
nevertheless,  Tung  Fu-hsiang*s  hordes  have  been
bombarding them for more than a month, and have
lost many thousands of men in the vain attempt to
capture the position.

" The fleets of the allied Powers are now hurrying
forward vast bodies of their troops; the heaviest
artillery is now being brought swiftly to our shores.
Has China the forces to meet them ? Does she possess
a single leader capable of resisting this invasion ?
If the foreign Powers send 100,000 men, they*wilT
easily capture Peking, and your Majesties will then